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two eermo neo"The work of the Holy Spir it" and " The Power to pray"•

Doubtlessly, Gypsy Smit
h 

is 
a man from God. I be lie Te the work of 

the Roy Spirit is manifaeted oo ns tantly- through the am az ing per

sonality of Gypsy Smith. I know ahso he has the power to pray. 

Otherwise he could not st and phy sical
ly for bis speaking tas� at

tbe a.ge of 75
. 

He spok e three or four times. eveey day for two weeks .

Thi s  was possible only to his &mmeasurable spiritual
f
orce en

dued
from on High. 
I
n summing 

up G
yp sy 

Smith's 
s

erm ons I want t o  bring about four
oharaoteri etio points b ri e fly as f ollows:

I. To co nT ino e tbe people of thei r sine. 

In eTery sermon Gypsy Smith never fo rget\. to oonvince the people

of their sin�!�Qur preaohing wi ll be vain if we do not attempt to

o onTinoe 
t
he

i;"6/'t the i r  si
n e. 

The we ak  po
i

nt of o ur  modern sermon is
too ,u.ld to win soul. a for Christ.

II. To emphasize t�e people on true ohri.e
t
ian living. 

In every s eraom Gyps y Smi t
h 

is emp
h

asizin g t he p eople on true Chr
ist

ian living. He says, "there are 
two kinds of c hrist ians - llOminal 

and rea
l

". Nominal chri st
i
ans a

re n
o

thing more than tho se who have
just joined the ohuroh, bu t the real c hri

e
tian

a 
are the truly saved

ones wh
o

k now the ir Chr
i

st well and tey 
t

o 
l

ive like Christ. At every

m eeti ng  G yp sy Smith asks t he co ngrega tion t o  jtin him in singing h ie 
chorus. 

Jes us is min e, I know 
he is

mine ,
?his wonderfu l Jesus ie mine. 
Ria l

o
Te fills 1111' so ul &and JU

e blood �es me wh ole,
Thi a wonderful Jesv.s is mine. 

III. To per e u ad
e 

th e people to make :ta.11 surrend e r to God.

In every seramon Gypsy Smit h  pe r suades the peo ple to make oomple te 
surrend er to Go d. He eaye,•I have d one euoh and suoh a thing for 
God� Then he asks the oongregation, "]u,c,,iri g h t?" The oongrega

tion
answers. "Yee�" The n h e as.ks-again, "� don't you do the same 
thing as I haTe done now?• At a yo ung people's meeting Gypsy Smi

t h
said , "I gave mys elf to God when I was veey young. Was I right?"
The young people answered, " You were rig�: He saj d, ''Wh7 don rt d
o 

i
t no

w? " Thue
he aand les the oongregation in some intel lige nt manner and tries to bring the people t o  God. 

IV. To reveal Ch rist be
f or e th e peo ple. 

In eTeey s ermon th e beat of all that GypeJ Smit h does is to reTeal 
Ch rist bef

o
re the peopl e. ey hie 1ntell1gen t W'&7 ot expression bJ

hie oommandlng a ppeare.n o e of pe reonl1 t
y� and by hla oonTinc1ng•manner

of 4 e
l1Tery, �1'P 87 5ait

h 
rey eals Christ. 'hat ChriatT The sacritici Christ, The risen Christ, The ever-liTing Christ and the rd mi ng�hriat before the people. What i� the moa t outst:uid1ng ne de ;

e
t� �

or this awe
-

e
t r1. o :ten wor ld't Is 1 t taolsmT or com mum. ? e 

O 0 

� adjustment o! t he eoonomio system! or t he milit 
em or the re-

aey p
rep

ar ation o t

-
4

-

ever y strong nation aga ins t one t 
tioally "No", but to the belief o� anot

her? We mu.at say empha-

outatanding need o� todq is that 
all. the ideal Christians, the

by the ir de Tot1on to Him, by theirm:� �d 
r:et shall reTeal Christ

to the will ot Go d. and byn their u.ns�ltf h O Y._ li Ting according 

Let us put Christ first and eTe t 
s sen_ oe to one anothe+•

I am praying ea.meetly �or 
God'7

gu

�:
o

:l�e aeoondo In ooncluaion, 
to s pre ad the gospel ot this 

wonder�l in 
using me once more 

we
l
l ae all the other : peoples in Hawa11:

aT or among the Koreans as

By Soon Hyun
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Aorean Customs and Traditions 

Address given by Dr. s. ?ar� Lee. at the Y.�.C.A., March 22, 1928

Before one can thoroughly a9�reciate and intelligently understand 
the strange customs, ideas and manners of a foreign people, he must u�
de rs tand the his tori cal, religic•us, racial• ed.ucu tional �nd psy�hologi
cal back�round of that race. Human nature is the same tne worla over, 
but the type of emotional reaction exhibited in a �iven sit�a��o� is 
determined largely by the context of the backgrouna of the �na1!�dual 
who is experiencing the situatic�. A man thinks ana acts with n1s past. 

If one were to examine the condition of the European states. to
day, he would find that they are enlightened just in Rro?ortion as the 
deudal idea was worked out to its ultimate issues, ana wnerever, as in 
southern Europe, the centrifugal power of feudalism was c:a�cked by the 
centripetal power oi ecclesiasticia�, one finds a lower pride of en
ligh tment, ed.ucation, and liberty. In other words, the feudal. system
is a chrysalis state from which a people are prepared to leap :nto the 
full light of self-government. Neither China nor Korea had enJoyed that 
state and it was therefore manifestly impossible for them to effect so 
startling a change a.a some of their neighbors aad exhibited. 

::\· 

--Mrea is a good illustration of the great influence which environ
ment exerts upon a people's mental and moral character.... 

.,, 

In the sixth or seventh centurie.a .A.D., when Korea was in the form.-
j =, ative stage, the ponderous load of Chinese civilization was laid upon �� 

her like an incubus. From that time Qn.she lost all spontaneity and . . •.
originality. Intrinsically and poli t·�ally the B;orean. i■. a.� ot��!I:,".'.;�:;;

- •:Ja° .. _
tellectu&l posei bili ties, but he is ai'ti,rfioialli what.:he ia:-bj· vi�t�•�P :'.'"· t�
of his training and education. The r.4.J.gions· o�·China· -were forced ·upoa. -.;:::,- ;.,
Korea irrespective of her needs of de�ea. Co�ucianiam, while appar-

�· 

ently satisfactory to a man utterly dyJ��d of imagination, can be n!).thing 

J - . less than contemptible to a man posaea�_ed of actual humor. Two things had 
preserved the uniform political solid�-- of the Chinese Empire fo:� the. :'I .... �: · 

last :3000 years. - the sacred precept �d... the ancestral grave. Cou.uaian- .. ·;.
ism is no religion; it is patriarchal.:�•• That law, like all other. oiv- .. , ,<. 
il codes, received i ta birth and nutriment from the body politic of. Chi- . •.

na by natural generation. But tbe Kor�an oelongs to a different intellect
ual and temperamental species, and thus the law which was flesh of <:;hina's 
flesh,. was leas than a foster child to.�orea. Its entire lack of t he 
Mystic element rendered 1 t encapable ;o;. satisfying the religious cravings 
of the Koreans. -�·-� 

0 

Buddhism stood at the opposite pole.. While ConfucianiBm left 
nothing to t he imagination, Buddhism le:tt everything. Here the rational 
side of the Korean temperament came int"•·· play. While Con:fucis.nism 
contained too little mystic isl:.! for him/·'.Buddhiam contained too -e,<:h, 
and so whJ.le aominally accepting both·,.he made neither of them a�art
of himself. ; 
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There are two t::;pes or :aces in ;:area,- the cne c.istinctly ::.fon
golian, 2.nd tile ot.ter tenain€ to a 11alay type. .hve centuries B.C., 
�ortJ:-.ern and soutnern _:area ·;;ere d.istinctl/ se,::ia.ratea. :'he ��ija dynasty 
1r. the north has consolid.atea t�e geo�le into a more or less bomogeneous 
state, but this kin£cicrn never extenaed sout� fart�er than the Eau aiver. 
. .:.t tr;.is tir:1e ti::e soi:thern coast.::;:" the :_)eninsult:. ·::as :,eo_i1.eci by 2. race 
rii:•fering in essentia.l ,)a1·ticulars :.·roru tnose oi :.:.e r.ort�·:. Tl:eir lan£uai.::e, 
SGcial syste11;, gove:-nment, C\..i.Stc,a,s, ornanEcnts, :rs.uitions, and religions.
were all quite different. 

Jrenc.i1 missic-na.L"its first noted a curiot..s si::.i.ia.L"it:i·· ·oetwEen tne 4.orea.n 
a.nci Dravidian languages. Ind.ia v1as :·ormer�:r iru.abi tee. o� a. race c:csel.> 
allied. tu the Turanian peo_,les, ana vmen the Aryan ce:nqt..erc.rers swe.Jt over 
India, the earlier t.:· ibes ·;;ere ei tl:er driven in fli•:!it .::.cross into 3urman 
and the Malay peninsula or ·uere fc::-ced t;:, find safety among tne mountains in 
tee Deccan and the :�ore an .)eninsula.s. The :�ore an languc.ge reveals remarK
able 9honetic, etymological, ana syntactic similarity to those of the 
:)ravidian, so tr�at cne is fa.reed to recognize in it sor::ethin.l more than mere 
coincidence. 

-

The �orean language belongs to that \'1idely disseminated family to wnic:i 
the term Turanian has been a,,9lied. At t its widest reacn, it includes 
'I'ur:n:isi .. , Eungarian, Basque, La9pis.i;, Finnis:C,, Dravidian, etc. The main 

: ,;)oint which differentiates this ·;:hole family of langua6es from the Aryan 
tongues is the ;rinciJle by wnich declension and. conjugatiun are effected 
through tbe acidi ticn uf _;ost-)osi tiona anci suffixes, ana not by modificati;rn 
oI" tne stert. In all these languages, the stem of tHe word remains, as a 
rule, intact through every form of ;,;ra:mmatical ::nani_.t..lation. That �ore an 
belongs to this family of languages is seen in its strictly agglutinatige 
c11aracter. Our ty:,>ical il.0re an verb can be conjugated tnrougn its thousand 
different forms wi tnout finding the least cnange in the stem of t.oe word. 

The study of ��01·ean �rammar is rendered interesting by the 1" act that in 
the surrounding of China by Turanian 9eoples, Korea found the Jlace wnere tne 
two surrounding branches met 91ld completed the circuit. Northern Korea waa 
settled by the Turanian 9eople and the southern part was settled by the 
Dravidian branch, It was not until 193 B.C. that eac.o became definitely 
aware of the presence of the otner. At first they refused to aclOlowledge 
their relationship but the tact tnat Wfien in 690 A.D. the soutnern kingdom oi 
Silla assumed control of the v;nole peninsula, there remained no st..cn line of 
social cleav�ee as that which obtained between the �nglis.o and the Normans 
after 1066, shows that an intrinsic similarity of languages aod a simular 
racial a;)ti t1.:de quicKly closec.:. the breech and made i�orea the unit si:le is 
to-day. 

In Korea, as in mos tof the Turanian languages. the idea of Jena.er is 
very imperfectly developed. :'he ideas of _;erson and number are largely left 
to the context for determination, but in the r.:atter of logical sequence, the 
�orean verb is carried to the extreme of development. 

The genius of the language i::aa led the ��oreen to express every ;iossible 
verbal relation by a se_,)a1·ate model :;:·orm. :Besiaes ;.avin5 sim:.>le for::ns to 
express the di:i:' .. .'erent tenses �nd modes, it also .. as f.:rms to express all tne 
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more delicate verbal relations which in English ?equire a circumlo'cutiun 
or a free use of adverbs. For instance, the Korean has a s�ecial mode to 
express the idea of necessity, contingency, sur:,irise, rep1·&.f, antitnesis, 
limit, acquiescence, exhortation, imprecation, propriety, concession, etc. 

Korean bas no dialects. There are different brogues, but they are 
generally understood just as the four words guess, recKon, allow, and 
calcula.te, while Jeculiar in a certain sense to _;>ar·ticular sections of 
America, are univ�rsally. understood. 

No people have followed more im�licitly nature's law in the matter of 
euphony. The remarkable law of the convertability of surds and scnants 
has been worked out to its ultimate results in this langt...age. _:�ore an is 
characterized by a large nwnber of mimetic words, ana. as their colc-rs are 
drawn directly from nature, so their words are often merely Jhonetic des
criptions. 

It may be said �1th considerable truth that the whole lite=ature of 
Korea, as of China, is history and belles letters. The practical side 
of life is hardly touched upon. �orean literature co nsists of voluminous 
hist9ries, Chinese Classics, heavy works on medicine, geogra�hy, astronoLi.y, 
beography, law, and go�errunent. One of the really valuable books is the 
Min-hon �i-gu, and encyc�o�ed�a i� 1�2 volume�. This work is well known by 
name in L..ore a, as the Br1. tann1.ca 1.s 1.n Englana. and America. 

-

1 Koreav)Iluaic sounds ,;>eculiar and f ar from pleasing to the westerner 
because he does not possess the Korean temperament and training. To the 
Korean, music is the s�ontaneous expression of his emotions. It is nature 
made audible and articulate. The weste1·ner comi:)lains that they are not 
in tune. But why should they be? There is no an�logy for it in nature, 
The thrush does not keeo in tune, and the skylark, that joy of Korean 
waste places, knows nothing of art. It is a question whether music as a 
pure expression of feeling, should be hampered by "tune." There are times 
wnen both rhythm and time are necessary adjuncts, and even Korean ousic 
freq�ently dr11Ws a £hythmic successi�n of n0tes which closely aJ�roximates 
to wna t we call "tune". Every note is produce a. according to a fixed· law, 
There is a distinct science of music here tnat has been in existence for 
wards of 1500 years. �very note and cadence is proouced accordi ng to a 
specific law • .Among the common musical instruments are Komun�o. flute, 
hoflum, zither, drums, etc, 

Vocal m�sic is divided into two classes, the siji or classical style, 
a.nd the hach1 or popular style. The former ma.y be described as extremely 
andante and tremulous, and the progress of such a piece is very slow and 
dignifie d. 

The Koreans are very fond of music. The chi�dren on the street a re 
always singing. In the sJring, when the grasses and rushes are beginning 
to grow, almost every child will have hie little reed whistle. 

:: 
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.Korean labo:,: songs rorm tne me.st cnarm1ng �lbce er __ o.:n:an mus1<.:. 
The pe�uliar and elusive rhythm is captive,ting. It is a curious pay

cholog1.cal study. Throughout the east there is a lack of the pers�nal 
element. Individuality is adumbrated, ana me n count themselves not so 
much ii:itegral factoi·s of society ae mere fracti1..ns 1.,f a aocial whole. 
The unit of society is not the individual but the clan, company, or tee 
crowd. Thus .in their work they band together and. accum;,lis.tL tasl'.Cs by 
t�e m:11 tiplication of illUscle power. This necessitates a rnytnmic r.io
tion 1.n order that force may be applied at the �ame instant by every arfil. 
Each band of ten or twelve workers has its leader, wnose only duty is 
to conduct the chorus. He stands at one sice and cnants a strain of four 
syllables, and immediately the men take it Ui:) and repeat it after :.im, 
and as theytah.e up the chant they all heave togetr,er. 

Korean �oetry is all a lyric nature. There is nothing in the 
nature of an e;iic. It is all nat1,;re music, sensibility, and eraotion. 

"O cloud-born rivulet that down this mountain slo�e 
Dost tnread thy devious way, fret not thyself be;ause 
Obstructions bar thy path, nor say "I may not be." 
The rock that buffets thee to-day shall melt away 
Before thy constancy. Thou'rt ·mightier tnan men, 
F.or though by human craft, athwart thy .hur:1ble cou:rse,
Mountains be piled, time shall be with thee, and ye twain
Shall cvertop them all, though thou be curbed and bound,
Divided, useci, aye, soiled, a thousand li shall seem
In retrospect, triumphal progress, Dost thou now
Like trembling-hare peep forth from out yon covert's shade?
Fear not, but know that 'ere days shall give birth to mortals
Thy voice shall mingle with the chorus of the sea."

Here is a type of convivial song: 

"'Twas yea.i·s ago that Kim and I 
Struck hands and sw9re, however dry 
The lips might be, or sad the heart, 
Th� merry wine should have no part 
In mitigating sorrow's blow 
Gr quenching thirst. 'Twas long ago. 

And now I've reached the flood-tide mark 
Of life, the eff begins, and dark 
The future lowers. The tide of wine 
Will never ebb, 'twill �e be mine 
To mourn the desecrated fane 
Where the lost pledge of youth lies slain. 

Nay, nay, begone! The jocund bowl 
Again shall bolster up my soul 
Against itself. W'.aat, good man, hold! 
Canst tell me where red wine is sold? 
Nay, just beyond yon peach tree? There? 
Good luck be thine - I'll thither fare!" 
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The Koreans have develo�ed a keenness of insight and a tenseness 
of e xpre as icn that is rcmart.:able. The re is a wn0le s e r�on in . tl.e p.rov

'J,,_
e r b:

"A finger pricK will demand. attention though tl:e worms o: eat:�g tne r'frt 
ug.known." "The blind. man ;;;tole his own ben and c.te it" 1s a. 11nely 
irenic al wa-:,r of saying that Lie covetous man will vverreacn himself. 11 

"Even the hedgehog says her young are smootL," is similar to sayine; ".l.!.overy
man' s goose is a gancier. 11 Insincerity is epitomized in t11e trencnant wora.s
"Honey on the li?, but a sword in the heart." It si1ovrs a keen insight int0
human nature t0 evolve tc.e :1roverb: "Never buy f .l.'::)!ll a man whc �:as 0nce 
been a begr:ar r.i::nself." 

The discussion 0f wvmen's ..)Ositicn in Korea falls under JEneral Ileaci.s,
sucn as - secll.i.sicn, occupatiJn, educati0n, etc. lhe �Eiree 0i seclusi:n 
which a Kore an woman enj�ys de�£.nds upon tac 9ositiun sne holds. The 
higher her position, the r:ior-e com._.;lete is ner seclL.sic-n. t;_J to ti:ie a.ge of
ten, the little girl or' Jood family enjoys considerable fre:dom, out tL: 
time so0n arrives wnen she is never to be seen witho\.i.t a "Chang-•Jt". S'rc:.;
that tin1e on sile remains mostly indo::::rs until sile is marriea., ·,.mic:O is 
ccm)?aratively early. After a yot..ng bri<.:i.e ar�:.1¥es at tne home cf r.er hus
band, she will have free access to the private r�oms ot' �er m�tcer and 
1·atner in law; but n�ither her father in law nor any other man e.�.cei)t 1�cr
hus�and will ever step into her rooms. Sewing and e□broiaer� are �sual 
occupations of the ladies, but they do very little of it ror money. 

The professional go-between who acts in the capacity of a matrimonial
bureau is one of the 9eculiar excrescences of the body p_litic of �area. 
It is her �usiness to find brides for the bachelors and vice versa. ner 
services are not absolutely necessary, but there are many instances wnere
her services are of value. 

Korean women must master the three �rinciples of conduct: 1- the
treatment of parents; 2- the rearing of a family; 3- housekee�ing. 

Korean geomancy·forms e. distinct profession. The geomancer wort(s wit11
a yundo or compass. It was a general belief that a man's ?respects 
in life may be blighted by burying hie father's body in an un?ro9iticus 
spot; hence his services -.;;ere always sought .... 

The question asked about any site ia /)'ijwheti'�er it has a gowci. advance,.or a range of hills leading to the side. The declivity where a long 
unbroken line of hills drops to the level of the valley is usually con- -

sidered a good site. The p;;-ospect, to be perfect, must be towani t.r1e 
south. It must never be toward the north, for it looks away from the sun. 
The flanking.hills on the east and west must be of e;ual lengtn.the most 
dangerous thing ia the "kynbong" or "spying _;ieak". If froru the ;_:r:1.ve 
site there can be seen the top of a hill peeping over the top of a nearer 
one, it means that the deacendents of the man buried there are fated to 
become robbers. 

Between the li�s of the deceased is placed the um-gon�-fu, tne �earl 
without a hole. At his head is placed the hon-oa.r�-keme, a small woouen ._:: 
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box which is sup�osea t0 nold in some �ccult way t1:e s;i�it cf tGe uead. 
Two mer.!o:::-ial stcnes in CHisu� art ma.de, c-ne t.:. oc "ct..riE:c. at ti:i5 foot cf 
the grave and one other tc �e placed over tne grave. 

The coI'I°in is inva.i:ia·olJ JL1ac.e of Jine. The _Jine, bein::f an ever:.-·reen,
is the s�nGol of mannood, for it never withers nvr casts its ieaves �ntil 
it ciies. In the second place, serpents and �tr.er re_)tiles will nut go 
near it. In the thi1·d place, ;>ine never 1·ots at t!.e cort, �eaving ti:e
trunk a mere shell, but decays ra.£)idly and. evenly. The catafalc;,ue is 
usually gorgeously )ainted.. In the funeral �rccessicn the m.ytm&:-.junr-: 
or. banner bearing the name of the deceased, and tte sir.iu or S:lirit mas
ter, take a prominent pl2.ce. The latter is 2 c11estnut board., als.: bear
ing the name of the decsased. Chestnut wc,)d is used beca1..se tr:e ::ore9.Ils
believe t.i1at wnen a chestnut sJrouts and the r.iea.t of t.Ge nt.t 1.s usea. 
in feeding the growing sJrout,-the shell does riot decay but re�ains at
tached to tne rcot uf t1:e tree until tne l.atter die�. :�:1..s t:.ey lo:liE:ve 
that the sE.d is .J.::ese:.:ved, and tI:is ty_Jifi-:6 ti:e loni lL� --I t;.e ramily. 

The vegetable lii'e of i�urea is like t:.at oI° 0ti�er ,;art.:.- 0_· tne 
tem)eratc zone, �ut tnere is a striking prE��nderence of� certain kind 
of Jine, tc..c 1.1ost gracef�l •:if its tribe. It fo.r.:ms a c�ns_.ic:.;.u:..s elemEnt
in every scene. It is a constant taeme in Korean art an<i. ,Jla:;s an im
'.):Jrtant r:ile in legend and folk-lore in general. Being 9.Il eve.:green, it
sym'c•Jlizes eternal existence. Ther'= arc ten things which the t(orcans 
consider ir.:ur.ortal - )ine tree, tortoise, :.:ocx, stag, cloud, s1.1n, moJn, 
stor,(, ·11:1.ter, and a certain licnen named. tne "ageless )lant. 11 

l{ext in imtlortance is t:C1e bamboo, which is used tnrough0ut tile land
in alm0st every conceivable way. Take tne bamboo out of �orean )ictorial
art and 11alf the ,Jicture of the land would be ruined. From its sn9.pe, 
it is the symbol of grace, and from its straightne.:.s and tile .cegular 
occ_urrence of nodes, it symbolizes fa.i thfulness. The willow is t:Oe symbol
of oea.ce and contentment. As the pine is t:1e symbol of mani.y vig::>r, and 
atr�ngtn, s.J the w·illow is the synonym of womanly grace and beauty. 


