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9:30 - 10:00 Opening Ceremony (CKS Auditorium)

Tae-Ung Baik, CKS Director

Peter Arenade, CALL Dean

Christopher Bae, Next CKS Director

10:00 - 12:00
Session One <Early Modern Korea>

(CKS Auditorium)

Dr. Don Baker

University of British Columbia
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The Role of Gong-ga(公家) and Sa-sil(私室) Discourse in

the Secondary Son Problem of the Chosŏn Dynasty: A Case

Study of King Yŏngjo’s Admittance Actions, 1772-1774.

 Sung Ha Kim, Korea University

Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly? Contextualization of

Christmas in Early Korean Protestant Church (1884-1910)
 Tin Nok Li, Seoul National Univ.
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 Dr. Ned Shultz, Univ. of Hawai‘i 
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Dr. Tae-Ung Baik

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa
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Investiture Practices and Communications

 King Kwong Wong,

University of British Columbia
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Perspective

 YongJoon Park, Fudan University
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 Dr. Seungkwon You, U. of Missouri
 Dr. Sang S. Kim, U. of Missouri

17:00 Dinner  for Participants
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Time Program Moderator/Presenter/Discussant
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Session Three <Language, Literature, Culture>

(CKS Auditorium)

Dr. Kyung Moon Hwang

Australian National University
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Story in Hanok Maŭl
Hae In Lee Holden, Univ. of Hawai‘i

Ternary Wave: Colonial Korean Literature Set in China
Minseung Kim, 

University of California - Los Angeles

Poetry Translation of Yun Dong-Ju ́s “Sky, Wind, Stars,

and Poetry” – Translation Criticism and New Translation

with Commentary

Dalila Hadzic, Freie Universitat Berlin

Discussion

Dr. Ju Hui Judy Han, Univ. of California
- Los Angeles
Dr. Tingting Li, Peking University
Dr. David Krolikoski, Univ. of Hawai‘i

12:00 - 13:00 Lunch for Participants

13:00 - 15:00
Session Four <Modern Korea>

(CKS Auditorium)

Dr. Sun Joo Kim 

Harvard University

“Turning Crippled Children into Cheerful Workers for the

Nation”: Activities of the Korea Special Education

Research Association in the 1960s and the Formation of

the Direction of Special Education in Korea

Eunyoung Park, Yonsei University

Redux and Revolution: American Pharmaceuticals in US-

Occupied Korea, 1945–1948
Sujin Elisa Han, Harvard University

Memories of Repatriates from Japan to North Korea:

Stories of Separated Families and Narratives of

Reunification

Joowhee Lee, Australian National Univ.

Discussion

Dr. Tae Gyun Park, Seoul National Univ. 
Dr. Seong Bo Kim, Yonsei University
Dr. Cheehyung Harrison Kim, Univ. of
Hawai‘i 

15:00 - 16:30
Directors’ Meeting II (CKS Conference room);

 Free Time for Students

16:30 Reception (CKS Lobby)
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 the United Nations Human Rights Council 
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances (WGEID) as Member (2015-2022), Vice-
Chair (2018-2020), and Chair-Rapporteur (2020-2021). He received his first law degree from Seoul 
National University College of Law, and earned his master (LL.M.) and doctoral (J.S.D.) degrees from 
Notre Dame Law School. He was admitted to the Bar as an attorney-at-law in the State of New York and 
had researched as a visiting scholar at Harvard Law School (2033-2023) and Seoul National University 
(2017-2018). He teaches international human rights law, comparative law, and human rights in Asia. 
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Directors & Participating Faculty
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LI Tingting (Ph.D., University of Chicago, 2014) is an Associate Professor and Director of the 

Department of Korean Studies, Peking University and serves as Deputy Director of the PKU Center for 

Korean Studies. Her research interests include modern Korean history, Korean political economy, and 

Northeast Asian international relations. Her recent publications mainly focus on the ROK-U.S. alliance, 

ROK-Japan relations, sanctions and North Korea economy, and the historiography of modern Korea.
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곽예 (Rui Guo) 

북경대학교 (Peking University) 
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The Role of Gong-ga(公家) and Sa-sil(私室)
Discourse in the Secondary Son Problem of the

Chosŏn Dynasty: A Case Study of King Yŏngjo’s
Admittance Actions, 1772-1774.

Abstract

庶孼

妾

許通

gong-ga 公家

sa-sil 私室
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Introduction

庶孼 妾

奉祀孫

庶孼禁錮法

gong 公 sa 私

gong sa.

kŭmkobŏp

Journal of Korean Studies,
6

Han'guksa yŏn-gu 58

Sahoe-wa yŏksa 27
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kŭmkobŏp

kŭmkobŏp

kŭmkobŏp

kŭmkobŏp. kŭmkobŏp

Chosŏn shidae hyangch'on sahoesa
Chosŏn hugi hyangch'on sahoe chibae gujo-ŭi pyŏndong

( 鄕戰

Nammyŏnghang yŏn'gu 43.

Kuksagwan nonch'ong 8.

庶孼
Pok-hyŏn sa-lim 10

Jin Dan Hak Bo 1

THE DONG BANG HAK CHI 1
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kŭmkobŏp

kŭmkobŏp

許通

kŭmkobŏp

gong-ga

sa-sil

gong-ga sa-sil

sa-sil

The development of Admittance Actions in the 17th century

kŭmkobŏp

kŭmkobŏp

淸職 要職

官
曹 刑曹 工曹

孽

Injo sillok,
Sŏnjo sillok
Sŏnjo sujŏng sillok
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kŭmkobŏp

gong-ga 公家 sa-sil 私室

gong-ga sa-sil

Gong-ga 朝廷

公朝 Sa-sil 自家門 gong sa

Gong sa

gong-ga sa-sil sa-sil

gong-ga sa-sil

gong-ga sa-sil

gong-ga sa-sil

gong-ga sa-sil

gong-ga sa-sil

右議政 允謙以爲： 世之病難行者，皆以名分紊亂爲言，嫡庶名分只是自家門 中事，朝廷只用賢收才而已。

同年九月十四日，副提學崔鳴吉 等聯名上疏曰 禮制之定，莫嚴於三代，而嫡庶之名，只行於私室，不行於公朝。門
地之別，莫詳於六朝，用人之際，惟問其父姓，不問其母族。蓋天地之生才，無間於貴賤；王者之用人，不拘於門地
T'ong saek ch'wal yo

Injo sillok,
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kŭmkobŏp

gong-ga sa-sil

gong-ga sa-sil

gong sa

士族

鄕曲

鄕約

鄕任

sajok

chibae ch'eje

gong-ga

肅廟乙亥，嶺南生員南極井等九百八十八人疏曰： 至仁廟，副提學臣崔鳴吉與同僚沈之源、金南重、李省身、李景容等應
旨陳章，通用庶孼。其言曰： 禮制之定，莫嚴於三代，而庶孼之名，只行於私室，不行於公朝。 伏願殿下隨才收錄，以宣
湮鬱之氣，以廣用人之路，則足以補世道而致人和矣。 噫！殿下以李珥、李元翼諸臣爲何如人耶？俱以國家之柱石，
朝廷之蓍龜，其謀猷足以匡國事，其議論足以扶人極，而莫不以通用庶孼、收拾人才爲急先務，則其至公至正取人無別之意
，亦可見矣 T'ong saek ch'wal yo
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sa-sil

gong-ga sa-sil

gong-ga sa-sil

sa-sil gong-ga sa-sil

The socio-political struggles of secondary sons and the Admittance Actions in the 18th Century

kŭmkobŏp

kŭmkobŏp

守門將

奉事

kŭmkobŏp

kŭmkobŏp

kŭmkobŏp

進士鄭震僑 等疏曰 又況平民之有兩女者 一爲平民之妻 一爲士夫之妾 則平民之子 文踐華貫 武取膴仕 無
所罣礙 而士夫之子 則稱以庶孽 一切防塞。 其母一也 其父之尊卑懸絶 而朝家待士夫之子 反不如平民之子。臣等俯
仰尋思 誠莫曉其故也

英宗壬辰八月十五日 又傳曰：若角勝，則當詣舊邸矣。 T'ong saek ch'wal yo
Yŏngjo sillok
Yŏngjo sillok
Yŏngjo sillok

kŭmkobŏp 今觀爾等之疏 所引有據 而但玆事其來已久 不可卒變 其在愼重之道 唯當
徐究而處之矣 kŭmkobŏp

Sŭngjŏngwŏn
ilgi
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鄕案

ch'ijwa 齒坐 Ch'ijwa,

鄕校

ch'ijwa

sa

Sŭngjŏngwŏn ilgi

Sŭngjŏngwŏn ilgi
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ch'ijwa

sa-sil

gong-ga sa-sil

hyangchŏn 鄕戰

舊鄕 sinhyang 新鄕

噫 朝廷以三司之官爲淸 鄕曲以三所之案爲淸 三司之案 通於朝廷 則三所 奚獨不通於鄕曲乎 夫朝廷 是我殿下之
朝廷也 鄕曲 是我殿下之鄕曲也。朝廷 鄕曲本無二致 且風化者 自上達下 而殿下風化之主也。朝廷通籍之敎 亦風化之
一大機 則鄕人之因循推諉 不許通錄者 其所謂遵奉我聖上風化之道乎
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gong-ga sa-sil

sinhyang
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The yangbans’ resistance against the Admittance Actions

ch'ijwa

ch'ijwa

ch'ijwa

gong-ga sa-sil

Yŏngjo sillok

答曰 且國無差等之事 則鄕何異矣 其君則只樹制於朝廷而已。且若下行有司之事 豈區區於飭鄕

慶 道幼學黃景憲 等疏曰 臣等不必區區於通錄 而第以臣等有一名之故 雖簪纓名賢之後 終見擯斥 衣儒冠儒
而目未睹俎豆之禮 則此臣等所以冤鬱也。且以太學言之 西北中人之居齋者 無拘於齒坐之列 而臣等則以一名之故 雖黃
鮐背 而受侮於末席 此臣等所以冤鬱也。 噫 朝廷鄕曲 俱爲一體 政令風敎 本無 外 而能通之化 必曁於綏遠之致

矣 Sŭngjŏngwŏn ilgi

答曰 爾等之章 聞而矜惻 朝廷自朝廷 鄕案自鄕案 吁嗟暮年 宜持大體 何區區於此等事
左議政李 曰 鄕黨自鄕黨 朝廷自朝廷 鄕黨之所爲 不宜朝廷有所干涉矣。

行 曹判書蔡濟恭 進前曰 此非臣所職掌之事 而竊有區區微見 敢達矣。臣昨夕見嶺儒疏批 曉頭赴闕之路 得見疏本
則自上見其疏本 則似當處分之如此矣。嶺外鄕案 與他道尤別 臣等雖以造化 位至緋玉 欲入於此案 則不當快許矣。故先
正臣李滉 入於此錄 誇耀於儕流之間 其言多在其文集中矣。許此通錄 必多紛競之弊 何以無事朝廷 致此擾擾之端乎
Sŭngjŏngwŏn ilgi

答曰 官 通 儒何不參 此無他 亦如爾等者 於官雖持正 通淸無礙 而於儒無同然之敎 故若此也。 聞之後 豈可
一刻持疑 若治外方 先自乎京 分付太學 自今以後 於序齒只序其齒 切勿拘其前 而太學若此 鄕學亦然 分付八道 亦此
例遵行 使數千多士 安其心而遊於京鄕學
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gong-ga sa-sil

ch'ijwa

ch'ijwa

ch'ijwa

ch'ijwa

gong-ga sa-sil

ch’ijwa ch'ijwa

(sa-sil

gong-ga

太學儒生入侍殿座時。傳曰：頃者嶺儒批答 朝廷自朝廷，鄕黨自鄕黨 之敎，堂堂千乘之君，不可干預於鄕案之意。去夜
批答 風行草偃 之敎，爲紀綱而然也。 人君造命，雖予創行，孰敢不從？況此近四百年前古規復舊於昔年！侍從班持、
正皆通淸。噫！《禮記 世子》篇豈不云 將爲我君而與我齒讓，何 也？雖貳極之尊，儒衣儒巾，與靑衿齒于學。此三代古
禮也。 若此復舊，則爲靑衿者，何敢自爲法乎？

甲午六月十八日 ，備忘記：噫！暮年君令，焉敢若此？金植後，聞此章，曷勝寒心？此後若此者，當限三代，免爲鄕民，
其令一體申飭諸道。若有抗章者，當施金植律，一體申飭。慢君命，若周勃令立之狀。若見渠若有君，焉敢若是角勝君命？

癸巳 二月，釋菜前三日，始齒坐于食堂，因書祭執事擧案入啓。 T'ong saek ch'wal yo
Yŏngjo sillok
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sa-sil

sa gong-ga gong-ga.

gong-ga sa-sil

gong-ga sa-sil

gong-ga sa-sil sa-sil gong-ga

書員

sa-sil

Jŏngjo sillok

甲午 六月十八日，慶 道慶州儒生李希謙上疏曰： 而鄕人之言曰： 淸顯雖許於公朝，等級自在於私室，其嫡 在於
其案，則其庶安敢竝入於其錄？ 昨年六月，鄕院千餘人集會府下，環坐發言曰： 此中若有防塞一名者，皆起立！ 於
是千人齊起，咸曰 唯唯 。仍成禁錮臣等之節目，揭于校院，輪示一鄕，賤惡擯斥，反有甚於前日。噫嘻痛矣！豈意鄒魯之
善俗變作互鄕之難言也？
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gong-ga sa-sil

Conclusion

gong-ga sa-sil

gong-ga sa-sil sa-sil

gong-ga gong-ga sa-sil

gong

sa.

sa-
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Abstract

성탄
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Concepts of Sovereignty and Legitimacy in 
Chosŏn-Ming Investiture

Abstract
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Kwŏnji kuksa Kwŏnsŏ kuksa 

sin

sakuhō taisei
Chūgoku kodai kokka to

Higashi Ajia sekai Tō

Higashi
Ajia bunkaken no keisei

The Cambridge History of China, vol. 8:
The Ming Dynasty, 1368–1644

Shida yu baoguo: Yuan Ming zhi ji de Zhong Han guanxi

Korea Journal

Han’guksa yŏn’gu 
The Power of the Buddhas: The Politics of Buddhism During the Koryŏ Dynasty (918-1392)
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Ambassadors from the Islands of Immortals: China-Japan Relations in the Han-Tang Period 
Tang China in Multi-Polar Asia: A History of
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The Developing Trend of U.S.-Japan-ROK 
Trilateral Security Cooperation: 

A Historical and Realistic Survey towards ROK

Shen, Zhenqun  
Ph. D. Student

Department of International Politics/Center for Korean Studies at Fudan University
May 9, 2024

Aug 18 2023: Camp David Summit

• First-ever separate meeting of the leaders of 

the three countries outside a large 

international summit

• Indicates the imminent emergence of the 

“US-Japan-Korea trilateral security 

mechanism”.

• A significant threat to strategic security

environment around China?
Camp David Summit at 8/18 2023. 
Source: thepaper.cn
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1. Developing of Trilateral Security Cooperation
(TSC) from ROK’s View

1.1 The Beginning: The Key Role of North Korea and ROK-Japan Historical 

Conflict

1.2 The Difficulty: The Dilemma of ROK-Japan Relations and the Uncertain U.S. 

Influence

1.3 New Developments in U.S.-Japan-ROK Trilateral Security Cooperation under 

Yoon Suk-Yeol Administration

1.1  The Beginning: The Key Role of North Korea and ROK-Japan 
Historical Conflict

• Two Bilateral Military Alliances: 1951 Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security Between the United
States and Japan; 1953 Mutual Defence Treaty between the United States and the Republic of Korea

• 1965 Treaty on Basic Relations Between Japan and the Republic of Korea

• Post-Coldwar

• North Korea Problem—TSC; ROK-Japan History Conflict—Impedes TSC 

1. Developing of Trilateral Security Cooperation from ROK’s View

1998 New Japan–Republic of Korea Partnership 
towards the Twenty-first Century
2005 Japan Takeshima’s Day-Territory
2005 New History Textbook, Roh Moo-hyun A Letter 
to the People of ROK on ROK-Japan Relations 

ROK-Japan History Conflict as the other driving factor

First North Korean Nuclear Crisis, “Trilateral 
Cooperation”;
Jointly carrying out of Agreed Framework in 1994 –
the beginning of institutionalization of TSC; 
Trilateral Cooperation Oversight Group (TCOG) in 
1999

North Korea as the main driving factor

1.2  The Difficulty: The Dilemma of ROK-Japan Relations and the 
Uncertain U.S. Influence

Logic of the evolution of U.S.-Japan-ROK TSC: an cycle of “Good-Bad-Good,” changing with 
1) Korean peninsula, 2) U.S. attitudes, 3) ROK’s policy orientation
1. Lee Myung-bak Administration: Development — Obstruction

1. Developing of Trilateral Security Cooperation from ROK’s View

2010 Yeonpyeong 
bombardment, ROKS 
Cheonan sinking,  Three 
countries perceptions on 
North Korea’s threat 
converged again, joint 
military exercise, 
discussion on “General 
Security of Military 
Information Agreement” 
(GSOMIA, 2011) 

North Korea

2012 GSOMIA strong 
opposition in ROK, 
whilst U.S. only 
“Stance” and “Urging”

U. S. Attitude

2012 public anti-Japan 
& Lee’s landing on 
Dokdo

ROK’s Policy Orientation

1.2  The Difficulty: The Dilemma of ROK-Japan Relations and the 
Uncertain U.S. Influence

Logic of the evolution of U.S.-Japan-ROK TSC: an cycle of “Good-Bad-Good,” changing with 
1) Korean peninsula, 2) U.S. attitudes, 3) ROK’s policy orientation
2. Park Geun-hye Administration: Obstruction — Development

1. Developing of Trilateral Security Cooperation from ROK’s View

2013 3rd nuclear test
2016 4th and 5th nuclear 
test, steadily increasing

North Korea

Proactively leading TSC
2014 Trilateral Intelligence 
Sharing Arrangement (TISA) 
2015 Defense Trilateral Talk 
(DTT)
2016 trilateral head talk at 
Nuclear Security Summit

U. S. Attitude

“Dual-track” division of ROK-Japan 
historical conflict and contemporary 
relation
Japan–South Korea Comfort Women 
Agreement 2015 ·

Restart of ROK-Japan high-level 
security exchange, 2016 GSOMIA 
signing.

ROK’s Policy Orientation
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1.2  The Difficulty: The Dilemma of ROK-Japan Relations and the 
Uncertain U.S. Influence

Logic of the evolution of U.S.-Japan-ROK TSC: an cycle of “Good-Bad-Good,” changing with 

1) Korean peninsula, 2) U.S. attitudes, 3) ROK’s policy orientation

3. Moon Jae-in Administration: Development — Obstruction

1. Developing of Trilateral Security Cooperation from ROK’s View

An inclusive policy 
model towards North 
Korea, taking the 
initiative to seek north-
south dialogue, the 
urgency of the North 
reduces

North Korea

Trump “withdrawal 
diplomacy”, reluctant 
to mitigate ROK-
Japan dispute & 
promote TSC

U. S. Attitude

Attention on ROK-Japan 
historical conflict, 
terminated Comfort 
Women Agreement, 2018 
final judgement of Forced 
Labor Case, Japan-ROK 
trade friction, cease of 
GSOMIA

ROK’s Policy Orientation

Calling Japan as a 
“country with shared 
value” in 2021 
Diplomatic White 
Paper

A Hidden Opportunity

1.3  New Developments in U.S.-Japan-ROK Trilateral Security 
Cooperation under Yoon Suk-Yeol Administration

Value Oriented Diplomacy & Global Pivotal State, Korea-U. S. Alliance priority, ROK-Japan 
mitigation, Traditional & Economic Security

1. Developing of Trilateral Security Cooperation from ROK’s View

1. Strengthening U. S. 
Extended Deterrence towards
North Korea

2. Resumption of large-scale
military exercises

3. Embedding Korea into U.S.
Indo-Pacific Strategy

Global Comprehensive 
Strategic Alliance with U. S. 

1. Korean Foundation would
compensate for the loss of 
Korean forced labors in 
WWII

2. Yoon & Kishida 
presidential talk in Mar 2023, 
restarting GSOMIA, Japan 
abolished technology export 
restrictions imposed on South
Korea in 2019

Resumed ROK-Japan 
“shuttle diplomacy” and 
defense cooperation

1. Raise frequency of talks,
joint military exercises, 
coordinate policies toward 
North

2. 2022 Phnom Penh 
Statement on US – Japan –
ROK Trilateral Partnership 
for the Indo-Pacific, 
Strengthening Deterrence on
North & China

3. 2023 Camp David Summit

Traditional TSC

1. 2023 Trilateral United 
States – Japan – ROK 
Economic Security Dialogue, 
Secure and resilient supply 
chains, Data Free Flow with 
Trust, Resistance to economic
coercion “from China”

2. 2022 Chip4 & Minerals
Security Partnership

Economic TSC

1.3  New Developments in U.S.-Japan-ROK Trilateral Security 
Cooperation under Yoon Suk-Yeol Administration

From May 2022 until April 2024

Bilateral Economic Security Interaction 5 times

Trilateral Economic Security Interaction  12 times, including

Secretaries & Director level 6 times

Minister level 3 times

Presidential level 3 times

1. Developing of Trilateral Security Cooperation from ROK’s View

Economic Security Officials;
Wide range of officials involved;
Similar topics: Supply chain 
resilience and anti-economic 
coercion

02
From Quasi-Alliance to Trilateral 
Alliance: an Updating Alliance 
Theory
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2. From Quasi-Alliance to Trilateral Alliance: an
Updating Alliance Theory

2.1  The Shortcoming of Quasi-Alliance Theory

2.2  An Analytical Framework of ROK’s Alliance Policy under Neoclassical 

Realism

2.1  The Shortcoming of Quasi-Alliance Theory

Stephen M. Walt 1990: “An alliance may refer to a formal or informal arrangement for security 
cooperation between two or more sovereign States”.

U.S.-Japan-ROK TSC: containing the feature of an “alliance”

Victor Cha (2000), Quasi-Alliance Theory:  
Theory: “The relationship between two states that are un-allied but share a third great power patron as a common ally.” 
American commitment perceived as weak    Japan-ROK relations less contention &  greater cooperation 

An asymmetry in the two states’ fear of being “abandoned”    Japan and the ROK normally contentious relationship
Key determinant: Unit level, states’ perception of patron’s commitments
Problem: Trump administration, perception of patron’s commitments low    more contention & low cooperation

Biden administration, perception of patron’s commitments high    less contention & greater cooperation

A theory better explaining what happened?

2. From Quasi-Alliance to Trilateral Alliance: an Updating Alliance Theory

2.2  An Analytical Framework of ROK’s Alliance Policy under 
Neoclassical Realism

Quasi-alliance theory: only “unit” level, ignoring systematic and domestic level

How to explain contemporary TSC?

A Neoclassical Realism Framework:
Systematic variables: Independent variables
Unitary variables: Mediating variables, including “state itself and within the state”

2. From Quasi-Alliance to Trilateral Alliance: an Updating Alliance Theory

SYSTEMATIC PRESSURE
STRATEGIC PREFERENCE

DOMESTIC COHESION LEVEL ALLIANCE POLICY/ACTION
THREAT PERCEPTION

Mediating Phase I Mediating Phase II Dependent VariableIndependent Variable

Pic 1. A Causal Mechanism that explains ROK’s Alliance Behavior 

2.2  An Analytical Framework of ROK’s Alliance Policy under 
Neoclassical Realism

2. From Quasi-Alliance to Trilateral Alliance: an Updating Alliance Theory

SYSTEMATIC PRESSURE
STRATEGIC PREFERENCE

DOMESTIC COHESION LEVEL ALLIANCE POLICY/ACTION
THREAT PERCEPTION

Mediating Phase I Mediating Phase II Dependent VariableIndependent Variable

Regional international system: 
China as the rising power;
U.S. as the hegemonic power
Intensive “Major states 
competition

Risk of geopolitical conflicts:
Russia-Ukraine War
North Korea military power

Threat Perception from the system 
determines whether systemic 
pressures can transmit to unit level
Political Elites & Public Opinion

Strategic Preference: 
Autonomy-Security-Welfare 
Tradeoff
ROK giving up autonomy for 
security and economy (anti-
coercion)

(Liu, Feng & Chen, Zhirui, 2015)

Domestic Cohesion Level 
determines whether ROK has the 
opportunity to continue the alliance 
with U.S. and Japan to 
counterbalance external threats 
(China & DPRK), thus phase II

Domestic Cohesion includes 
Social Cohesion and Elite Cohesion 
(Conservative-Progressive 
dichotomy)

NOW: 
ROK-Japan-U.S. TSC / “Alliance” 
Hostility to DPRK & Anti-China

FUTURE:
ROK-Japan-China Relation?
ROK-Japan history conflicts?
ROK-U.S. Alliance?

(Schweller, Randall L., 2006)

- 94 -



03
From System to Unit: ROK’s 
Motivation to Promote Trilateral 
Security Cooperation

3. From System to Unit: ROK’s Motivation to
Promote Trilateral Security Cooperation

3.1  Changing of Systematic Pressure

3.2  Updating of Threat Perception

3.3  Changing of Strategic Preference

3.1  Changing of Systematic Pressure

3. From System to Unit: ROK’s Motivation to Promote Trilateral Security Cooperation

Structural: Confrontation 
between U.S. and China 
in East Asia and Indo-
Pacific Region
Procedural: Exclusive 
institutional balancing 
strategy
ROK: Less chances for 
hedging strategy, have to 
take side

U.S.-China Strategic 
Competition

In 2022, North Korea test-fired 
the most missiles ever
In 2023, North Korea wrote 
“pursuit of nuclear weapon” into 
its constitution 
In 2024, Central Committee of 
Democratic Front for 
Reunification of Korea Formally 
Dissolved
South Korea and Japan are 
within range of North Korea’s 
nuclear weapons—Coordination 
and need help from U.S.

Korean Peninsula Situation

Russian-Ukraine War
Israel-Palestine War

ROK: “Humanitarian and non-
lethal military weapons assistance” 
to Ukraine

Global Geopolitical Tension

1) U.S.-China Strategic Competition; 2) Korean Peninsula Situation; 3) Global Geopolitical Tension

3.2  Updating of Threat Perception
3. From System to Unit: ROK’s Motivation to Promote Trilateral Security Cooperation

Facing North Korea’s strike capability + intent, ROK has a strong threat perception, “considering building its 
own nuclear weapons” or requesting U.S. to relocate nuclear weapons in ROK, requiring TSC
Escalating U.S.-China Strategic Competition “undermines regional efforts to deter North Korean provocations”
China’s rising is a threat to ROK and peace in Peninsula, requiring TSC
Worried about Russia-North Korea-China security & economy cooperation, TSC-TSC

Elite’s
Threat 

Perception

David Singer (1958): Threat Perception = Estimated Capability * Estimated Intent
Raymond Cohen (1978): Threat perception is the decisive intervening variable between action and reaction in international crisis; 
threat may be perceived, and countermeasures taken, even when the opponent possesses no 
malicious intent. 

Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security (IFANS) investigation
61.32 % of the population supported “strengthening TSC”; 39% said it was for the sake of peace and stability 
on Korean Peninsula, 27% said it was for the sake of deterring China.
63.86% North Korea as the most important threat, 42.69% China the second most important threat
When South Korean public attitudes toward North Korea and China turn negative, then attitudes toward Japan 
will shift positively

Public’s
Threat 

Perception
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3.3 Changing of Strategic Preference
ROK strategic preference conservative change: Alliance with U.S. & reconciliation with Japan

3. From System to Unit: ROK’s Motivation to Promote Trilateral Security Cooperation

Sacrificing Autonomy: 
Irreplaceability of ROK-U.S. 
Alliance
Security & Welfare: for ROK, 
security and economy are 
symbiotic and intertwined, can 
only be reached by ROK-U.S. 
alliance
Global & Comprehensive 
strategic alliance: Extended 
deterrence, IPEF, Minerals 
Security Partnership; anti-
coercion improves diplomatic 
flexibility

Balancing of Autonomy, 
Security and Welfare

Global Pivotal State: Not only 
at Korean Peninsula & Rule-
based International Order
On ROK-Japan reconciliation: 
Yoon “understand the 
importance of ROK-Japan 
reconciliation” at candidate 
stage
TSC: Kim Tae-hyo (First Chief 
of the Country Security Office), 
Kim Sung-han (Head of the 
National Security Office at 
2022), designing reconciliating 
policy towards Japan

Grand Strategy Change

Politically: Post Korean War, 
and anti-Communism frontline, 
conservative preference
Economically: Vietnam War, 
economy rising by investments 
in war logistics
Ideologically: Post-Cold War,  
ideology of democratic values 
and capitalism is fully 
consolidated
Security: Relying on ROK-U.S. 
alliance; trilateral as a 
supplement of bilateral

Historical Preference on 
following U.S.

04
From Unit to System: Prospects 
for ROK’s Promotion of Trilateral 
Security Cooperation

4. From Unit to System: Prospects for ROK’s
Promotion of Trilateral Security Cooperation

4.1  Loose Elite/Social Cohesion: Conservative-Progressive Dichotomy and 

Japanese-Korean Historical Conflict

4.2  Contradictions in Strategic Preference Tradeoffs and Differences in Trilateral

Threat Perceptions

4.1  Loose Elite/Social Cohesion: Conservative-Progressive 
Dichotomy and Japanese-Korean Historical Conflict

4. From Unit to System: Prospects for ROK’s Promotion of Trilateral Security Cooperation

Conservative: Pro-U.S., Con-DPRK, reinforce ROK-U.S. alliance, reconciliating Japan, vigilance against 
China
Progressive: Pro-conversation with DPRK (self-determination of Korea), Con-U.S. (for autonomy), tough on 
Japan, cooperation with China (on Peninsula situation)
Opposition from “humiliating diplomacy on Japan” “intensifying tension with DPRK”
Polarization: Lee Jae-Myung hunger protest, assassinated
Lame Duck Problem: General elections of National Assembly, DP 175/300, PPP 108/300

Elite 
Cohesion

Lack of elite cohesion, difficulty of a coherent and effective foreign strategy, and uncertainty about continuation of existing foreign policy;
Lack of social cohesion, low level public support and obedience to state power, difficult for the state to implement its foreign strategy.

Public Anti-Japan: Public opinion on ROK-Japan historical conflict, opposition of reconciliation influencing 
the last decision of government, deciding whether TSC can be maintained
Public Opposing the ROK government’s Solution: Japan’s strategic needs for ROK not as urgent, still 
arrogant on historical issue; thus the public shows hesitation and opposition to ROK government’s policy on 
solution of forced labors, etc. Bilateral unstable-trilateral unstable 

Social 
Cohesion
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4.2  Contradictions in Strategic Preference Tradeoffs and 
Differences in Trilateral Threat Perceptions

4. From Unit to System: Prospects for ROK’s Promotion of Trilateral Security Cooperation

Decoupling or “derisking” from China & only economic security cooperation with U.S.,  constraints exists
China-ROK economic cooperation continues being important
China & Hong Kong accounted for 60% of ROK semiconductor exports, 48% chip exports, possible 
semiconductor industry loss
Factories of Samsung & SK Hynix in China
China’s total imports and exports of goods from Japan and South Korea declined by 10.7% and 13.5%, 
respectively

Strategic 
preference

Strategic preference: autonomy-security-welfare tradeoff in ROK foreign policy has a significant pain-point, that is, “welfare”
Different threat perception within the 3 countries

Taiwan Defense: U.S. asking for Japan and ROK to “pay more”, but ROK “does not sensitive U.S. diplomatic 
and military support for Taiwan and may not adopt such a policy itself.” (RAND 2023)
Core Concerns: ROK regards North Korea as the core concern. Cooperation with China/Russia on peninsula 
exists. U.S./Japan regards China as the core concern, combing Peninsula security with deterring China. Japan’s 
new National Security Strategy shows aggressiveness may cause distrust between bilateral relations. 

Threat 
Perception

Conclusion

02 A neoclassical realism theory framework to explain the causal effect of ROK’s new TSC 
alliance policy: combining system and unit variables

01 Puzzle: Why sudden policy shifting? From periodic difficulties to a 
comprehensive trilateral security cooperation, an ROK’s point of view

04 Prospects of ROK’s new TSC alliance policy (obstruction): elite and social cohesion, economic connections 
with China (strategic preference), and core concerns on China/Taiwan issues (threat perception) 

03 Motivations of ROK’s new TSC alliance policy: systematic pressure, threat perception, and 
strategic preference
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0 INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC

-Yun Dong-Ju (1917-1945) is one of the most famous Korean poets in South Korea 
today and "Hanŭlgwa paramgwa pyŏlgwa si" (1948) is one of the best-selling 
poetry collections in South Korea

-Yun Dong-Ju is considered a poet of resistance and has cemented his place as a 
modern Korean poet

-his poems reflect the desolation and despair of a modern individual in a highly
turbulent time in Korean history in an intellectual and reflective manner

-German translation was published in late 2022 by Matthias Adler-Drews (Translator 
Korean/Japanese) through Books on Demand (BoD), a leading self-publishing 
platform in Europe

1.1 FUNCTIONAL TRANSLATION THEORY 
AFTER REIß/ VERMEER (1984)
- also called Skopos theory

-Translation as an act of enabling communication

-Every translation has a Skopos (target or purpose)

-The target text is a part of the target culture

-The recipients are conceptualized by the translator, and the target text is produced 
for them (situation-bound)

-"Untranslatability" at word and sentence levels is addressed through the 
replacement of rhetorical phenomena
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1.2 TRANSLATION-ORIENTED TEXT ANALYSIS AFTER 
CHRISTIANE NORD (1991)
-complements the Skopos theory by emphasizing importance of fidelity/ loyalty to the
intended purpose and effect of the original text (instead of the target text)

-Integrated in-depth model of text analysis:

•analysis of the text incorporating biographical, historical, and cultural elements

•highlighting stylistic-linguistic features such as alliteration, rhythm, metaphors,
syntactical structures etc.

1.2 TRANSLATION-ORIENTED TEXT ANALYSIS 
AFTER CHRISTIANE NORD (1991)
External Factors of the Text:

WHO (Sender) transmits FOR WHAT PURPOSE (Intention) TO WHOM (Receiver) 
through WHICH MEDIUM (Medium or channel of transmission) WHERE (Location) 
WHEN (Time) WHY (Occasion) a text with WHAT FUNCTION?

Internal Factors of the Text:

ABOUT WHAT (Theme) does it say WHAT (Content) (WHAT NOT) (Presuppositions) in 
WHAT ORDER (Structure) using WHICH NONVERBAL MEANS (non- or paralinguistic 
signs) in WHICH WORDS (Lexicon) in WHAT KIND OF SENTENCES (Syntax) in 
WHICH TONE (suprasegmental elements) with WHAT EFFECT? (Nord 1989:106)

1.2 TRANSLATION-ORIENTED TEXT ANALYSIS AFTER 
CHRISTIANE NORD (1991)
- criticism:

•literary texts have no purpose of translation

•translation as interpretation

•what is the intention of the author? –> New Criticism and deconstrucivist approaches
go beyond the naïve belief that there is one meaning/intention

•but Nord´s model is a good starting point for text analysis and translation criticism

2.1 BIOGRAPY

-Born on December 30, 1917, in the village of Myong-dong, Jilin (northern Manchuria), China

-Studied language and literature at Yon-hee College (now: Yonsei University) in Seoul starting 
from 1938

-Influence of his professors on his own identity formation as a Korean through the study of
Korean language, literature, and history

-Association with the resistance movement through interaction with intellectual circles in Seoul
and surveillance by Japanese authorities

-Enrolled at Rikkyo University, Tokyo, in 1942 to study English language

-Arrested on July 14, 1943, for disrupting public order and participating in the resistance
movement and sentenced in March 1944 to a 2-year prison term

-February 16, 1945, death in a prison in Fukuoka
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2.2 WORK AND RECEPTION

-Yun Dong-Ju's poetry reflects on the precarious situation of the oppressed, the 
reality of his turbulent times, and the emotions of a sensitive individual in times of
despair

-Themes of displacement, identity search, and the role of the poet in unstable
societies are prevalent in his work

-Yun Dong-Ju's resurgence in popularity, marked by numerous republications of his 
work, a successful film adaptation, and a musical, reflects the enduring relevance and 
appeal of his poetry

-criticism in research about interpretation as “resistance poet”, one-sided 
characterization based in historicism, but nowadays poems remain popular not just for 
expressing national grief but also for their ambiguity that allows contemporary 
readers to relate the themes to their own lives and realities.

3.1 TEXT ANALYSIS OF SWIPKE SSŬYŎJIN SI 

-Last known poem written during his stay at Rikkyo University in Tokyo (June 1942)

-Published on February 13, 1947 in Kyunghyang Shinmun

-Interpretation:

Poem of resistance

vs. self-reflection as a poet/ 

-chosen for analysis due to its 

popularity and thematic richness

3.1 TEXT ANALYSIS OF SWIPKE SSŬYŎJIN SI 
-The poem, written during a time of oppression, explores themes of loneliness, alienation, self-
reflection, and hope

-The use of Korean signifies resistance against Japanese occupation, with intended readers
being Koreans of the same era

-Cultural specifics like "yukch'ŏppang" pose translation challenges, requiring careful
consideration of domestication or foreignization strategies

-The poem's structure, tone, and lexical choices contribute to its thematic depth, with shifts in 
perspective and imagery throughout

-Challenges in translation include handling onomatopoeic words, invisibles such as politeness
marker -si, and shifts in subject prominence

-The flexibility of Korean syntax and agglutinative nature present challenges in maintaining 
the poetic structure and tone in translation to German

3.2 TRANSLATION CRITICISM SWIPKE SSŬYŎJIN SI (1942)

Based on the translation-oriented text analysis:

•Great similarity to English translation by Kyungnyun K. Richards (plagiarism in
translation is not uncommon, but hard to prove)

•Use of foreignization strategy, archaic lexicon and unorthodox syntactical structures
as a way to stay loyal to poem?

•Often however, unorthodox translations seem to stem from lack of linguistic and 
translational skills

•Invisibles such as –si or alliterations were not translated, loss of meaning and quality
of poetic language

•Use of foreignization strategies leaves reader grappeling for meaning
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3.2 TRANSLATION CRITICISM SWIPKE SSŬYŎJIN SI 
(1942)- EXAMPLE FOREIGNIZATION VS. DOMESTICATION

(kor.) 
( ) ,

(germ.) Abendregen flüstert vor dem Fenster, mein sechs Tatami großes Zimmer- ein
fremdes Land.

(engl.) Night rain whispers from outside the window of this tatami room. It is someone 
else's country. 

(engl.) The night rain whispers outside the window of my six-mat room, in an alien 
country.

(sp.) La lluvia nocturna murmura, má allá de la ventana, ajena al universo de la 
habitación.

4 CONCLUSION/OBJECTIVE OF THE THESIS

-challenge lies in finding a translation approach that conveys the message of the poem without 
overwhelming the reader with too much contextual information. This is particularly important to
avoid when a one-sided characterization and focus of interpretation might deter potential readers
or steer interpretation in a certain direction.

-despite the cultural and historical context of Yun Dong-Ju's poems in a specific time, his themes are
of timeless relevance. Themes such as the search for identity and belonging, as well as existential
questions, are universal and can resonate with both international and national readers.

-Yun Dong-Ju would be a good candidate for the international audience, as his poems also address 
universal aspects such as the question of one's own existence, moral orientation, and self-reflection

-Considering the success of Korean literature and its translations in the anglophone world, there is a
possibility that the interest in Korean literature will spill over into the German book market (no. of
translations already increasing) need for committed translators and publishers who can
contribute to making the works of Korean authors accessible to a broader audience, but also 
research
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Special Education in Korea

1.Publisizing Special Education
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2. Activities of the Korea Special Education
Research Association
1) The establishment and activities of the KSERA

2. Activities of the Korea Special Education
Research Association
2) Perspectives on special education of the experts in the 1960s

• Not becoming “the burden to the society”

• Cheerful & natural personality /
pronunciation / walking

• Not causing inconvenience

• ‘abnormal beings’ and ‘sacrificing teachers’
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3. Conclusion: Special education as reducing
the burden of society

• KSERA conducting research together

• Sacrificing teachers vs. Dependent children

• Silencing & invisbilizing
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Redux and Revolution
American Pharmaceuticals in US-Occupied Korea, 1945–1948
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• Narrative of rupture and transition

Medicine in Korea after 1945

• Re-visiting master narrative

• Addressing topic of pharmaceuticals

Intervention
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• Focus on pharmaceutical agents
• Materiality and mobility

• Distribution, circulation, and consumption

• Therapeutics

Approach
• Distribution and circulation

• Pharmaceutical agents

• Consumption and therapeutic practices

Roadmap

• Medical aid
• $7.6 million between 1945-48

• Repurposing of wartime distribution system
• Ch sen Pharmaceutical Controls Association ( , 

est. 1940) → Kory Pharmaceutical Corporation
( )

Distribution

- 126 -



• Price controls

• Diverse, yet familiar people and places selling medical supplies
• USAMGIK ordinance → translated revision of 1913 law

• Supply shortage

• Lack of centralized coordination and control

Circulation

• Products of World War II

• Antibiotics
• New sulfa drugs – sulfadiazine 

( , )
• Penicillin

• Revolutionary therapeutic efficacy
• Korea’s status as colony

Pharmaceutical Agents
• Panacea ( )
• High value commodity

• Price inflation
• Black market
• Profiteering ( )

Reputation
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• Acute shortages, but continued circulation of
(mis)information about effects and efficacy

• Limited state regulation and physician intervention

Consumption Therapeutic Practices
• Misuse and overuse

• Self-medication

• Doctors’ efforts to correct

Occupation’s Legacies
• Heightened risk and danger

• Korea’s experience of therapeutic revolution mediated by 
colonial pharmaceutical administration redux 

• Politics of occupation intersecting with cultural economy of
therapeutics

Thank you!
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